




their reach into the community, and their expertise in di�erent subjects.  
�We�re lucky that we have the venue to present the programs of di�erent 
groups,� he says. �It�s a good partnership.�  
     His view of the library as a cultural center grows from this model of 
co-sponsoring. �It�s useful for a couple of reasons,� he explains. �First, it 
gives us access to resources and the group�s connections to communities 
that we may not have; and secondly, it gives us a built-in, speci�c audi-
ence.� Attracting that audience to the library helps expose them to the 
other available programs. �at�s part of Patrick�s strategy to build word-
of-mouth buzz about the library�s entertainment options.
     ��e library is a neutral space,� he says, �and allows people from all 
backgrounds to feel as if it�s their space, a space to experience something 
they might not have ventured out to discover.�
    Just outside the theater space, Patrick and his team have the Williams-
burg Library Gallery.  �is is a multipurpose space. It�s the lobby for the 
theater, it�s the gathering place for receptions and other functions, and 
it�s a waiting area. �We use the walls for displaying art,� he adds. �Visual 
artists submit their art for consideration. We schedule anywhere from six 
to ten exhibits a year.� 
     �e gallery space attracts a lot of interest from library patrons and 
people who stop in speci�cally for the art exhibit. �People enjoy it,� Pat-
rick says, �and they bring their friends and visitors by too.�  His o�ce is 
close by and sometimes he hears the comments of people showing the 
gallery and the theater to their visitors.  ��at�s very gratifying,� he says. 
�I mean with all the things in Williamsburg that residents can show their 
visitors that they come here to show the theater and gallery. Wow, that 
makes us feel great.�
     He says the most rewarding part of his position is those types of re-
sponses. �When they come up to us and say they love what the library 
does for the community,� he adds, �that�s the best part for me.  And peo-
ple compliment us when they say they know what goes on at the library 
will be a quality program.� �at�s the most satisfying aspect of his job.
     Not only has the community recognized the cultural and enter-
tainment value Patrick�s programs add to the library, but the programs 
have gained national attention as well. �e Library Journal has a system 
of ranking libraries around the country. �We�re very fortunate that for 
the past two years we�ve received a 5-star ranking which is the high-
est,� Patrick says. �We�re the only 5-star library in Virginia. �e statistic 
that sets us apart from the other libraries is our per capita program at-
tendance. Our number is about three times that of other libraries. Only 
three other libraries in all of Virginia receive a star rating and we�re the 
only 5 star. �at�s very gratifying for the programming that all the divi-
sions do here.�
     Bringing a wide range of entertainment options to the Williamsburg 
area has been a goal during Patrick during his �fteen years at the library. 
�e recognition by his peers and by residents of the community make all 
the hard work worthwhile.
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Small classes with one-on-one 
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Mooretown Road
Across from Sentara Hospital 
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Live Music Thursdays & Fridays!
Thursday, 3/25
Jocelyn Oldham
Everybody’s Favorite

Friday, 3/26
Lords of Misrule
Rock Classics

Thursday, 4/1
Peggy Arnett
Electric Autoharp & Vocals

Friday, 4/2
Electric Slideshow
Jam Band Classics & More

Thursday, 4/8
Keith Morgan-Vanilla Pesto
Acoustic Classics

Friday, 4/9
Wrenn Magnum
Elvis & 50’s Rockabilly

Thursday, 4/15
Heather Jinmaku
Blues

Friday, 4/16
Janet Robin- from LA
Originals, Guitar & Vocals
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